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AUST PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF A COUNCIL MEETING 

Held on Tuesday 11th October 2022 @ 7:30pm at Elberton Village Hall 

Present: Councillors Meredith (chairman), Collinson, Hawkins, Jenkins, Spratt, Warren, Wiseman 

In attendance: Ward Councillor Burchell (SGC), no members of the public 

Clerk: Emma Pattullo 

Approved at the subsequent meeting held on 8th November 2022.  

Signed copy held by the Clerk. 

1 To receive apologies 

Apologies were received from Ward Cllr Riddle (South Glos Council). Cllr Burchell was in attendance in 
his place.  

2 To receive declarations of Interest and requests for dispensations 

There were no declarations of interest or dispensation requests. 

3 Public Forum 

No members of the public were present. 

4 To approve the minutes of previous meetings 

Note: the council meeting planned for September 2022 could not be held due to the period of national 
mourning following the death of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. 

4.1 To approve the minutes of the full council meeting held on 12th July 2022 

It was resolved that the minutes of the previous meeting held on 12th July 2022 be approved as a 
correct record. The minutes were signed by the Chairman. 

4.2 To approve the minutes of the Aust Planning Committee meeting held on 9th August 2022 

It was resolved that the minutes of the Aust Planning Committee meeting held on 9th August 2022 be 
approved as a correct record. The minutes were signed by the Chairman. 

5 To note any updates to the following ongoing issues and agree action required, if any: 

5.1 Greenacres planning 

It was noted that water has been being removed from the site; this has been reported to Bristol Water. 

5.2 Traffic queues around A403/M48/B4461 

Following letters to Highways England from both this council and Ward Cllr Riddle, councillors noted 
the responses received. Neither response was particularly helpful and neither set out any strategic plan 
for dealing with incidents on or around the bridges. The response to the parish council in particular was 
confusing as to whether Highways England propose to continue their previous practice of filtering traffic 
off the motorway during periods of bridge restrictions or not. 

Cllr Wiseman proposed that a more detailed letter including possible actions should be sent. It was 
RESOLVED that Cllr Wiseman should draft such a letter for further comment.  ACTION: AW to draft 

5.3 Ragwort on A403 central reservation 

Cllr Riddle has advised that SGC now cut verges later in the growing season, to encourage wild 
flowers. Cllr Riddle has requested that in this case, ragwort should be spot sprayed earlier in the 
season. 

Councillors agreed that it was too late to do anything further this year, but that a close eye should be 
kept on the area next season so that emerging ragwort can be reported to SGC. 
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6 Planning & Enforcement 

6.1 To note the following planning responses made under delegated powers 

i. P22/03905/HH - Home Farmhouse Redhill Lane Elberton - Erection of front porch. Erection of 1no. 
incidental outbuilding. Response submitted “No objection”. 

ii. P22/04467/HH  - Bylanes Sandy Lane Aust - Erection of first floor rear extension to provide 
additional living accommodation. Response submitted “No objection” but with request for opaque 
glass in some windows to protect the privacy of adjacent properties. 

6.2 To note applications received and resolve response 

The following applications were noted and responses resolved as recorded: 

i. P22/05416/HH and P22/05788/LB - Elberton Old Manor Church Lane Elberton - Demolition of 
existing garage. Erection of a single storey rear extension to the stable/barn building to provide an 
indoor swimming pool with conversion and internal alterations of existing lean-to to the stable/barn 
to provide an entrance and changing facilities. (LB only: Alteration to side elevation and north 
windows. Install 1No. new window and replace 2No. windows to east elevation.) RESOLVED: “No 
objection” for both applications 

6.3 To note the following SGC planning decisions 

i. P22/03572/F - Building at Village Farm, Marshacre Lane, Elberton - Extension to existing 
agricultural building. Approved with conditions. 

ii. P22/03905/HH  - Home Farmhouse Redhill Lane Elberton - Erection of front porch. Erection of 1no. 
incidental outbuilding. Approved with conditions. 

iii. P22/04467/HH  - Bylanes Sandy Lane Aust - Erection of first floor rear extension to provide 
additional living accommodation. Approved with conditions. 

6.4 To receive any updates on current enforcement matters 

None 

7 Council administration 

7.1 To consider transfer of the council’s banking arrangements to Unity Trust Bank 

The council noted the clerk’s recommendation that the council’s banking arrangements be moved from 
NatWest to Unity Bank. Unity offers a number of advantages including access to online banking. It was 
RESOLVED that the clerk should progress an application to open current and savings accounts with 
Unity Trust. 

7.2 To receive the asset inspection report 

The clerk had carried out an inspection of council assets in August 2022. Councillor noted the 
inspection report. 

It was RESOLVED that the three gazebos, purchased for use during the Jubilee celebrations, should 
be donated to each village hall for general use. 

7.3 To consider purchase of replacement noticeboard for Elberton 

The council considered three quotations for a replacement noticeboard. The clerk was asked to obtain 
more information and bring forward to the next meeting. 

7.4 To note completion of the Clerk’s annual performance review 

The clerk’s annual review was carried out by Cllrs Collinson and Meredith on 12th September. No 
significant issues were raised. 

8 Finance 

8.1 To note receipts 

The following receipt was noted: 

Item Amount 
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SGC – Precept payment September 2022 £2995.00 

8.2 To note payments made under prior approval 

The following payments were noted: 

Item Amount Minute (where 
applicable) 

Clerk’s salary & home working allowance for month to 16th July 2022  £263.12 May 2022 item 9.9 

Clerk’s salary & home working allowance for month to 16th Aug 2022  £263.12 May 2022 item 9.9 

Clerk’s salary & home working allowance for month to 16th Sep 2022  £263.12 May 2022 item 9.9 

South Glos. Council – Localism charge Jul-Sep 2022 (emptying of 
waste bin) 

£47.09 inc. 
£7.85 VAT 

Delegated powers 

8.3 To approve payments 

It was RESOLVED that the following payment should be made. Cheque signed by Cllrs Hawkins & 
Meredith. 

Item Amount 

ALCA – Essential Councillor training course for A. Wiseman £40.00 

8.4 To consider whether to opt out of central external auditor arrangements for the period 2022-
2027  

The clerk explained that the centrally arranged contracts for external audit were up for review. 
Technically the council could choose to opt out of the national contract arrangements and find an 
alternative, but in practical terms this would be very costly and time consuming. The clerk therefore 
recommended that the council should remain in the national contract arrangements. It was RESOLVED 
to remain within the national contract. 

8.5 To consider significant expenditure items for inclusion in next year’s budget 

The clerk requested that if councillors wish any significant new items to be considered for inclusion in 
the council budget for the following year, they should provide details to the clerk prior to the November 
council meeting. 

9 To review correspondence received and determine response 

9.1 Email from resident – Speeding vehicles on A403 

Cllr Riddle had reported that he has proposed a speed reduction scheme for implementation around 
the motorway junction. The proposal includes a reduction of the speed limit from 50mph to 30mph, and 
reducing the southbound side to single carriageway rather than dual. The proposal will be considered 
by South Glos Council alongside other schemes in the new year.  

9.2 Email from resident – litter around A403/M48 

Cllr Riddle has contacted Highways England to request that litter is removed prior to grass cutting in 
this area.  

10 To review consultations received and determine responses 

10.1 West of England Combined Authority – Bus survey  

Following discussion, it was RESOLVED that the clerk should respond on behalf of the council, pointing 
out that there was no usable bus service from the parish and that any service would be an 
improvement. 

11 Any other minor matters for discussion (no decision required) or items for next agenda 

Cllr Warren reported an obstructed pavement in Littleton. The clerk will report to SGC. 

12 Meeting closure 

The meeting closed at 8:48 pm. 

The next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 8th November 2022. 

Items for the agenda should be with the Clerk by 1st November. 

Signed (Chairman): ………………………………. 
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