
Littleton
Exploring the Concept of New Saltmarsh Habitat



Why Saltmarsh?



• First new nuclear power station in a generation

• Essential in the fight against climate change and to build a 
secure, resilient system.

• Will provide Six million homes with low carbon energy –
7% of UK demand

• £18billion investment in Britain. 

• 25,000 job opportunities – thousands with local people

Hinkley Point C



Hinkley Point C
2 X 1.6 GW EPR
• Construction began in Sept 2016
• Target for commissioning: 2029
• Adapted for UK regulations – a “UK EPR” 



Changes to HPCs Development Consent Order
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Compensation Measures – Marine
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Compensation Measures – Weirs
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Osbaston Weir – River Monnow

• We plan to improve a total of 4 
weirs on tributaries to the Severn 
to help migratory fish reach 
further upstream.

• Osbaston
• Trostrey
• Upper-Lode
• Maisemore



Benefits of Saltmarsh
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Reducing Flood Risk
Carbon Storage and 

Sequestration

Improving Water Quality
Creating Productive 

Ecosystems including 
benefits to fish
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Other Successful Schemes

Steart Marshes – Severn Estuary Hesketh Outmarsh – River Ribble, Lancashire
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Material Change Application

NC

We are here



Why Littleton?



• Intertidal habitats form in sheltered 
areas along the coastline. 

• Tidal flats and saltmarsh form at an 
elevation where the tide temporarily 
covers the site.

• When the tide covers the site, this 
causes mud and silt to accumulate 
on the site.

• The mud and silt build up overtime, 
providing a suitable environment for 
salt marsh species to grow and live 
in. 

Mature tidal flat and saltmarsh zonation within the tidal frame (Image taken from David et al. 2018)

The elevations at which the projects 
preferred saltmarsh type forms

Intertidal habitat formation



Elevation

92 % of the proposed 
site at Littleton is at an 
elevation suitable for 

intertidal habitat 
formation.

Severn 
Estuary 

Littleton 

Tidal levels suitable for 
intertidal habitat 

formation 



New tidal defences and 
high ground around the 
site boundary will be 
used to manage the risk 
of tidal flooding to an 
appropriate level. 



Next Steps
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Next Steps

NC

Further local 
engagement 
and formal 

consultation 
*IF*

a decision is 
made to 
progress
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Questions and discussion


